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BEIJING BALLROOM DANCING ACADEMY

We Walked Together for 20 Years

This year is the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Beijing Academy of
Ballroom Dance. From October 1994 to October 2014, under the warm support
of Comrade Gao Zhanxiang, the Honorary President of the Academy and the
Standing Vice Minister of Culture, the wise guidance of the Beijing Municipal
Education Committee, the generous assistance of many communities, and the
joint efforts of the Academy staff, we have journeyed together for 20 years.
Through the efforts of the teachers and the students, we progressed in teaching
and earning Ballroom Dance and Latin Dance - foreign art forms in China. Relying
on the diligence of the students, our hopes and dreams become reality. Some
students won championships hosted in China and also in world competitions —
amazing and wonderful results. .

Over the last 20 years, we practiced the scientific teaching method of educating
students, both in moral integrity and in the high standards of art. We now enjoy
the fruit of our achievements and the prestige recognized by the society. So
many things have happened within the twenty years’ development of the Beijing
Academy of Ballroom Dance, culminating in our goal to attract and incubate
talented ballroom dancers,

Some of our most memorable events were when 32 students performed the
Viennese Waltz with the music “Bottoms Up for the Motherland” on the stage
of the Great Hall of People, when Hong Kong returned to its motherland in 1997.
In year 2000, a group of 84 students performed Ballroom and Latin dances at the
Banquet Hall of the Great Hall of People the moment the New Year bell rang.

We fused enthusiasm with colorful dances to welcome the new century. The
announcer excitedly proclaimed our performance was so beautiful it was the apex
of perfection. In 2007 we organized a 100 strong group to perform at the opening
ceremony of the “Asian Indoor Sport Games” in Macau. Our 11 minute
performance “Impression of Beautiful China” shocked both the audience and

the athletes with its seemingly flawless perfection and execution. In 2008, we



Bi < B

created a new dance entitled “Light up the Passionate Flame” for the Olympic
Games and gave a special ballroom dance performance to the athletes.

In 2012, we were invited to join the production of the “Blue Danube Waltz”
in dance form, on the stage of the National Theater. The Theater fused music,
dance, and drama together, to illustrate the Chinese dream. Our performance
received the acclaim of the Theater’ s leaders, other artists and the very
esteemed audience. This was the first time ballroom dance had been performed
on the stage of the National Theater. It is not only an paramount honor for the
students, but also national recognition and acceptance of the ballroom dance as
a national art form. The purpose of our Academy is to continuously develop the
art, widen our vision and create a new era of ballroom dance.

Now, twenty years have come and gone. We enthusiastically invite the old and
new alumni from the first graduating class to the 14th graduating class to gather,
to reminisce the historic path we travelled along together. From the warm
congratulation letters, we recall the hard work of the pioneers and the heavy
burdens on our shoulders in the early days of the Academy.

Twenty years of fond memories and joyful experiences passed as we learned
the art of ballroom dance in the Academy. We also forged a profound friendship
with the dance lovers of Tsinghua University. This is the day we celebrate our
bumper harvest. We step into the ranks of professional adults from today. Our
dream is to make new progress in the future and to consistently and diligently
work towards our China dream.

Twenty years of history have flowed - let our minds open and expand, to
welcome the future, our dream and the new Spring.

At this celebration of 20th anniversary of the founding of the Beijing Ballroom
Dance Academy, please allow me, on behalf of the Beijing Ballroom Dance
Academy, to express my sincere gratitude to my colleagues, for their unwavering
and unyielding dedication to education. | warmly welcome all the alumni
returning to participate in the celebration and carry out academic exchanges.
Let’ s continuously strive to achieve ever new successes.
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Robin Short
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Dear Madam Zhu

May | thank you sincerely for my visits to your wonderful University on the occasion of the
ballroom and Latin training camp last week. | like all the trainers enjoyed the opportunity

To work with the talented young dancers and hope that they benefited from the experience

Thank you also for your most wonderful hospitality whilst | was their. | was so good to

Renew and expand our friendship

With all good wishes
Robin short

Honorary President
World Dance Council
Sent from my iPad
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Graham Oswick

%z L% A

Dear Madame Zhu,

| am writing to send my most sincere congratulations on the 20th Anniversary of the creation of the
Beijing Ballroom Dancing Academy.

This is a very significant achievement in the history of Ballroom and Latin American Dancing in
China. | know that you have given your life to the advancement of this great art form and that you are
thought of very fondly and with great admiration both within China and the rest of the World for you
tremendous dedication.

| hope that you and the academy enjoy a great celebration of 20 years of success and look forward
to a flourishing future.

Warmest wishes,
GRAHAM OSWICK,

HONORARY SECRETARY, BALLROOM DANCERS FEDERATION
VICE CHAIRMAN, ISTD LATIN FACULTY
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Alan Fletcher
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| would like to take this opportunity in wishing The Beijing Dance Academy continued success after
reaching its 20th Anniversary. This worldwide acclaimed dance college caters for a plethora of dance

activities and many of its students have found fame having studied there.

The Principle, Madam Zhu is the driving force. This elegant, sophisticated lady controls all around,
well respected for her knowledge and admired by all.

Having just been to this "Theatre of Dreams" | can only describe my experience as inspirational
seeing the students striving for excellence and long may it continue.

| look forward very much to my next visit and to once again resume my association with my many

friends.

With sincere admiration,
Yours,
Alan Fletcher.
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Karen Hardy
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Dear Madame Zhu,

Congratulations on 20 years for Beijing Ballroom Dancing Academy. Most of the top famous
professionals have all been through your academy and | was delighted to be one of the professionals
to first teach them in the UK. All these years later | am very happy to still be working with your talented
students plus of course having the opportunity to work with the famous formation team.

I am so happy for you and hope to continue working with you for another 20 years!

Best wishes
Karen Hardy
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